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Thanks to your amazing support CEPAD is able to provide life–changing training and                    

services to families and villages in Nicaragua. Thank you!  

The Lasting Impact of Your Gifts 

Your incredible generosity makes life-

changing training happen every single day. 

But you may wonder how long after the 

training is over do beneficiaries continue to 

implement what they have learned? We went 

to talk to some members of villages that 

have graduated from CEPAD’s programs 

and we are thrilled to share their stories 

with you here.  

Yalena Hernandez is a farmer and community 
leader from the village of Los Angeles in Nue-
va Guinea. She received training from CEPAD 
from 2009-2013.  

For Yalena, the lasting impact 
of the training from CEPAD 
has been the ability to farm 
crops outside of just the tradi-
tional beans, corn and yucca.  

“Before working with CEPAD 
we didn’t think of producing 
all of our food. Only beans, 
corn and yucca. But thanks to 
this training today we are   
producing different crops such 
as yucca, plantain, passion-
fruit, squash, vegetables and medicinal plants.”  

Yalena is proud of the accomplishments that 
the Community Development Committee made 
in her village. They were able to improve the 

main road into their community, an accomplish-
ment that allows villagers to access jobs and 

helps farmers more easily bring 
produce to market.  

Most importantly, Yalena has 
seen how the knowledge she and 
others learned with CEPAD has 
benefitted her children. They are 
better nourished and with more 
income they are able to study.  

“Thanks to what we have 
learned and put into practice    
today our children have learned 
from us and follow our exam-
ples. Thanks to the products we 
sell in the market we help our 

families economically and our children with their 
education.”  

Thank you for making stories like Yalena’s     
possible for more families throughout Nicaragua.  

Yalena shares some of her fruit harvest with a neighbor, 
one of the benefits of her training with CEPAD.  

“Thanks to what we have 

learned and put into practice 

today our children have 

learned from us and follow 

our examples. Thanks to the 

products we sell in the    

market we help our families 

economically and our chil-

dren with their education.” 



Your Support Means a Bright Future for Kids like Gerald 

 
He has also seen how his dad and others have 

begun to make changes in their 
village by working together. He 
says the leaders have been able 
to find some funds to help meet 
the basic needs of people in his 
village and he has big dreams 
about how he can make things 
better in the future. 
 
“The ideas and dreams in my 
drawing I can make a reality 

working together with the com-
munity, promoting and manag-
ing projects that support my 
community. In the future I want 

to see my community developed with better 

roads, better schools, fields for recreation, a 
new bridge and streetlights.” 

Gerald Flores drew an picture of how he 
imagines his community in the future. For 
many children in Nicaragua that would be a 
bleak exercise, they would have no hope 
that things would change for them. But for 
kids like Gerald, who have benefitted from 
your support, he has hope that things WILL 
be better. Supporting this campaign will 
give that hope to so many other children for 
generations to come. 

Gerald Flores is a 5th grader who lives in the 

village of Jucuapa Occidental. His father is a 

member of the Community Development Com-

mittee which was formed with your support after 

CEPAD began working in the village.  

Most 11-year-olds aren’t worried about the      

future of their village, but Gerald is.  

When asked what he wanted people to know 
about his village he said that people to go church 
and share in family, people are 
farmers and have few economic 
resources, he also said they 
have a primary school that is in 
bad condition and the commu-
nity is divided by a river and 
the bridge is made of wood and 
is falling apart.  
 
Gerald has been participating in 
the community counselor pro-
gram for kids, to help them 
overcome challenges in their 
lives.  He says he has learned 
the following: “It has been very 
important in my life. Thanks to 
the program I have learned to develop abilities 
like drawing, writing and reading. I have lost 
shyness, now I can talk in public.” 

“The ideas and dreams in 

my drawing I can make a 

reality working together 

with the community...In 

the future I want to see my 

community developed with 

better roads, better 

schools, fields for recrea-

tion, a new bridge and  

streetlights.” 



We are Dreaming for the Future 

Just like the villages and individuals who you have given hope for the future,      

CEPAD is dreaming about the future of Nicaragua. But we can’t do it without you.  

Having a new center for all the work you support is vital to CEPAD’s future and the        

programs that will benefit thousands of people. Your gift to this campaign is essential to 

making the following happen over just the next 20 years:  

 Provide life-changing training and programs to another 640,000 people in 160 villages 

 Train and educate more than 8,000 in this new center in Managua 

 Bridge cultures by promoting peace and relationships with more than 5,000 people from 

the United States and Nicaragua  

 Provide families with the ability to support themselves in the face of increasingly devas-

tating climate change 

Together, with your support, we seek to be God’s hands and feet, creating a world full of 

justice, faith and compassion. 

Image above: The new center will include an office building for program staff as well as a      

permanent home for Radio CEPAD, a new training center, an open air chapel and a remodel of 

the Nehemias Center to house visiting delegations.  



You Will Make These Dreams Come True 

“I want a future in my community like 
this, pretty, healthy and nice.” 

Sandor Rayo, 11 years old 

“I would like a future with a school 
and a library, a park, with a health 

center and a church.” 

Julissa Aguilar, 10 years old 

These young people live in the 40 villages you are 

currently supporting. They feel great hope for the 

future of their villages. They envision schools,   

improved roads, parks, health centers and 

churches. They will be the leaders of the next  

generation that will make these dreams possible.  

Your support of CEPAD’s capital campaign will 

make training possible for thousands more      

children in many more villages. You will give  

generations the tools to combat poverty and live 

dignified lives.  

“I take care of and protect my community.”  

Jennipher Orozo, 12 years old 



Lives Transformed, 10 Years Later 

Antonio Zamora is a farmer and father of 8 chil-

dren. Due to lack of opportunities when he was a 

child he was only able to study through the 3rd 

grade.  

 

Antonio was a beneficiary of your support of   

CEPAD’s work from 2004-2008 in the village of 

Guadalupe Arriba in the zone of Matagalpa. He 

began by receiving training as a farmer but then 

was invited to be a community leader in his      

village and received training for that as well.  

 
10 Years Later…They Are Still Going Strong! 

 

In 2018 we are now 10 years from when you    

supported CEPAD’s work in Antonio’s village 

yet the village leaders are still working together, 

using the skills they learned through CEPAD.  

 

“CEPAD came to form us and train us and bring 
us the necessary tools that today we can use to co-
ordinate with many NGO’s for the development 
of our villages…. In coordination with the leaders 
of the community we have continued soliciting 
support for projects to develop our communities 
such as road repair, installing curbs, repair of 
bridges, assistance for small farmers, techniques 
that conserve the topsoil, reforestation, conserva-
tion and seed saving, projects to face climate 

change and save water, improved stoves and bee 
hives.” 
 
Antonio credits the learning you provided him 
with benefitting the future generations of his   
village. 
 
“We have taken advantage of the knowledge  
obtained by CEPAD and today we are seeing the 
fruits for many young people and children in our 
villages so that future generations can continue 
using this knowledge.” 
 
A Different Way of Life 
 
Antonio remembers how life used to be in his 
village when no one looked out for each other. 
They were all trying to improve their lives, but 
each family only worried about themselves.  
 
Thanks to your support now Antonio’s village 
works together and they are able to benefit to-
gether.  
 
“I can remember the way we used to live, it was 
totally different because there was no participa-
tion. We weren’t interested in improving our 
community life, each person did what they 
could in an individual manner. We didn’t take 
each other into account. CEPAD helped many 
of us to work together, they took us into account  

(continued on last page) 

Antonio Zamora received training 10 years 

ago during the years 2004-2008 in Matagalpa. 

Despite only having a 3rd grade education he 

shares about how the training you supported 

all those years ago is still changing lives      

today. He also has great hopes for the future 

and for the next generations. He said: “We are 

seeing the fruits for many young people and 

children in our villages so that future genera-

tions can continue using this knowledge.”  



(continued from page 4) 

without placing importance on religion or po-
litical beliefs. They were looking at the needs 
of the people.” 

Hope For the Next Generations 

Antonio expresses hope for the future for his 
children, grandchildren and for his village. He 
knows that if they continue using the tools 
they gained with CEPAD they will be okay.  

“I hope that my family enjoys the benefits 
that today we have harvested with the work 
we have been carrying out. I also hope that 
they can follow the advice and good life prac-
tices that we have learned with CEPAD. I 
want to see my children and grandchildren 
heathy, content, working every day for the 
development of their families and the commu-
nity.  

At 58 years old I learn something new every 
day. I want to be a support for the new gener-
ations, especially for my brothers, sisters and 
farmers who live in the rural villages.” 

This is just one village that has been changed 
forever, thanks to you. Your gifts to            
CEPAD’s future will make these stories pos-
sible for more villages throughout Nicaragua.  

We’re So Close! 

“Our long involvement with CEPAD gives us confidence 

in the careful stewardship of every gift received. We are 

confident in the deep impact this campaign will have on 

their already far reaching services.  

It is truly our privilege to invest in a permanent home for        

CEPAD's work with the rural poor.” 

Stacy and Lloyd Croft 

Why We’re Supporting this Campaign 

We are at 75% of our goal to making this new 

center a reality. Please consider giving before 

December 31st to help us reach our goal!  


