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Thanks to your amazing support CEPAD is able to provide life–changing training and                    

services to families and villages in Nicaragua. Thank you!  

You Have Given Pedro’s Family a Fighting Chance 

Pedro gives you credit for your support of 

his family. Despite the current crisis his 

family is harvesting food and have been able 

to stay in their home. He says without your 

support for training he would have had to 

sell his land and they would have had to 

leave Nicaragua. Thank you for your contri-

butions that are sustaining rural villages in 

Nicaragua.  

“My name is Pedro Guevara, I am 66 years 

old, married and a father of 5 children. I live in 
the community of el Zapotal 
which is located 5 kilometers 
to the South of the municipali-
ty of Jinotepe.  

I started working with         
CEPAD as a beneficiary of 
the Food and Environmental 
Security program in 2015. I 
received training and in these 
moments of crisis that we are 
living in Nicaragua the train-
ing I received has helped me a 
lot.  

I learned to plant using native seeds that I had 
available, to plant in the right time using       
organic techniques without the use of agro-
chemicals. It has been very beneficial to me 

because today I have planted both corn and beans 
using native seeds.  

We are using environmentally friendly techniques 
without chemical inputs or pesti-
cides, using integral pest manage-
ment. I have shared and showed 
15 farmers in my village what we 
are using thanks to the training 
this organization has given us 
with the interest in improving our 
capacity for producing every day 
and our future nourishment. As 
we say in Nicaragua I have my 
gallo pinto [rice and beans] ready, 
which is what we live off of in the 
rural areas of my country.  

If I hadn’t received this training 
by CEPAD I would be in another, negative situa-
tion in my home. We would be without food, 
without work, bad economically, I would have            
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Pedro Guevara stands in his field of corn, he is grateful 
for the training you have made possible for his family.  

“If I hadn’t received training 

by CEPAD I would...be with-

out food, without work, bad 

economically….You can be 

sure your donations have   

arrived in our villages and 

they have served to prepare 

us in this moment of crisis.”  



Isidria’s family now has options for survival 

to learn how to make them. Sometimes I 
would try to make flower wreaths to take to 
put on the graves of family members but I 

never had what I needed….I also didn’t have 
anyone who could guide me so it made it 
difficult for me to make these products. Now 
that I have received training from CEPAD I 
have the knowledge and some tools and ma-

terials that the organization has given me to 
make these products.” 

With the crisis in Nicaragua Isidria shared 
that they are unable to travel to the bigger 
cities to purchase food, they have had to rely 
on purchasing from small stores where pric-

es are often higher.  

For Isidria and her family your support of 

CEPAD’s programs has been so important, 
especially during this difficult time. With the 
sales of her crafts they have been able to 
purchase food and with the produce from 
their garden, squash, green pepper, melon, 

watermelon tomatoes and radish, they are 
able to survive.  

When Isidria was asked why 
donors like you should contin-
ue to support CEPAD’s work 
she said, “It is an organization 

that helps organize and pro-
vide training so we can im-
prove our lives and continue 
applying this knowledge, even 
when they leave our villages.”  

Thank you for the great legacy 

you are leaving to the families 
of Nicaragua.   

You make the stories in this newsletter possible. You are changing lives, 
thank you. Your next gift will make the difference for another family.   

Isidria is a mother of four children who lives 
about an hour outside of Managua. Thanks to 
your support she is now better supporting her 
family through craft training and a family gar-
den she has planted. Despite higher food prices 
because of the crisis she has hope and is able 
to feed her family with the sale of crafts and the 
produce from their garden.  

Isidria is a mother of four and lives in the munici-

pality of San Francisco Libre, about 
an hour from the capital of Managua.  

In 2014 Isidria was invited by village 
leaders to take part in CEPAD’s pro-
grams, she was chosen to be part of 

two different programs, the Women’s 
Garden Program and the Women’s 
Work Training program.  

Isidria expresses her gratitude for 
learning things that she had never 
had the opportunity to learn before:  

“I have always liked making crafts 
but I had never had the opportunity 

“Currently the chal-

lenges are less than 

before….We can buy 

what we need with the 

sale of what we have 

produced, both in our 

garden and with the 

crafts I have made.”  



Human Toll of the Crisis 

While we are hoping for a quick resolution to 

the civil unrest in Nicaragua it is unknown how 

long it will take to establish peace and stability. 

Gifts at any level are appreciated to help us as 

we continue to work despite great challenges.  

$1,340 Trains farmers in 1 village for 1 year 

$268 Provides training for 1 farmer for 1 year 

$125 Funds an irrigation system for 1 farmer 

$50 Provides seeds for 1 farming family 

Below is a map of the death toll in the different departments of Nicaragua (341). 

The stars represent the location of the villages that you are supporting through 

CEPAD (41 villages in 6 zonal offices).  



Since the 18th of April, 2018 Nicaragua has faced a very painful, 
cruel and tense situation which is difficult to resolve. The trigger 
of this situation was a reform made by the Social Security Institu-
tion, INSS, which announced on the 16th of April and was offi-
cially instituted on the 18th of April. These reforms proposed to 
increase the amount workers would pay into social security and 
reduce by 5% what retirees were receiving. This was a unilateral 
decision made by the government without taking into account the 
other sectors that had asked that this decision be discussed before 
approving any reforms. Recommendations by the IMF were also 
not taken into account. The Superior Private Business Council 
was against the resolution.  

 

This unleashed a series of protests, especially from the University students in Managua. These pro-
tests extended to principal cities in the country between the 19th and 21st of April and they were 
very active in the principal universities in the country. There were also groups of government sym-
pathizers who supported these efforts. All of this led to confrontations between protesters and the 
police. The action of the police in these days was very violent, resulting in deaths and wounded. To 
date there is no one list of those who have been killed and wounded because there are at least 4 dif-
ferent lists provided by different organizations.  

 

Since April there have violent confrontations that have resulted in the following (different statistics 
by different organizations):  

 A total of 251 deaths according to the Nicaraguan Center of Human Rights as of the 10th of Ju-
ly, 351 according to the Nicaraguan Association Pro Human Rights as of the 19th of July, 235 ac-
cording to the Permanent Commission of Human Rights as of the 11th of July, 264 according to 
the Interamerican Commission of Human Rights as of the 19th of July and 21 according to the 
Commission of Truth, Justice and Peace as of the 12th of July. 

 More than 1,200 wounded according to the Interamerican Commission of Human Rights as of 
the 6th of July, more than 2,400 according to the Permanent Commission of Human Rights as of 
the 18th of June and 2,100 according to the Nicaraguan Association Pro Human Rights as of the 
10th of July.  

 130 people detained according to the Nicaraguan Center for Human Rights since the 23rd of 
April and 438 according to the Interamerican Comission of Human Rights. 

 

All of this violence, which includes burning of public and private buildings, radio stations, homes 
and supermarkets has produced a tense environment in the whole country. More than anything the 
presence of paramilitary groups with their faces covered with bandanas and masks has caused fear 
in the population.  

The Crisis in Nicaragua 

By Gilberto Aguirre, former ED of CEPAD 



 

We can talk about the violence unleashed by the police and government forces, then violence 
by the delinquents and vandals that destroyed and burned goods and properties, the roadblocks 
that were initially put up by the population to protect themselves from the delinquents which 
then were taken over by delinquents who impeded access to free movement of people and 
charged the population to pass. Another phase which we are still in, is the presence of the par-
amilitary forces and the police who are arbitrarily detaining people who participated in the 
protests which has obligated many people to flee to other countries.  

 

Unfortunately we have felt a lot of hate, bad blood that has enveloped many families in Nica-
ragua. The government has not helped with this. They have not taken adequate measures to 
stop the violence in the country and instead they have contributed to the increase of violence. 
The biggest pain we feel as Nicaraguans is the violence that has been used against the popula-
tion and especially young people. All of this has been a result of protesting against the govern-
ment.  

 

The media have also not contributed to calm, instead they have dedicated to providing infor-
mation in a biased manner, depending on the political position of the owners of each station.  

 

Even though originally the protests were spurred by the reform to the Social Security system 
the response of the government provoked discontent over other issues from the reform of the 
Constitution for the presidential reelection to the ‘trees of life’ that the Vice- President adorned 
the capital and other cities, passing the protests against the interoceanic canal that the govern-
ment had planned. Everything that the government had done to benefit the population in the 
areas of education, health, infrastructure, tourism and communications was forgotten. We can 
talk about a before and after April 18th, 2018.  

 

There was a dialogue that was promoted to solve the crisis, but the same dialogue is now in 
crisis itself. It has not advanced as was hoped. For this reason we still don’t see a clear future. 
We all believe that dialogue is the solution but the dialogue has not advanced due to positions 
of the different sides.  

 

The churches affiliated with CEPAD have sent two communications to President Ortega say-
ing that it is his responsibility to act with justice and to stop the repression. CEPAD has not yet 
received a response to these letters. The commitment of Christians is to justice, peace and rec-
onciliation. We continue to pray for this but now we are preparing to accompany the victims of 
violence until we reach reconciliation for all who have been affected.  

 

The LORD works righteousness and justice for all the oppressed. Psalms 103:6 



(continued from page 1) 

had to sell my land because if I felt I had 
no resources I would have to dip into what 
I have. But thanks be to God I was taken 
into account at the right time.  

In these moments we are growing vegeta-
bles and eating them, even though we are 
not working we are bartering with others. I 
give 3 squash or 6 peppers for a pound of 
sugar or a bar of soap. We are not using oil 
but the little we are able to get in cash is 
used to purchase food or medicine. Today 
the words from the sacred scripts are com-
ing true, “Don’t spend money on what is 
not bread.”  

I want to call to all the donors [of CE-
PAD], please don’t forget the poor fami-
lies in Nicaragua. We always remember 
you and the doors of our homes are always 
open and waiting for delegations to come 
visit. 

You can be sure that your donations have 
arrived in our villages and they have 
served to prepare us in this moment of   
crisis.” 

 We wanted to take a moment to thank every    
single individual and community of faith that has 
donated to CEPAD during this difficult time.  

All of our staff are still working, despite the civil 
unrest in the country, this is all thanks to you.  

Many organizations and businesses have not been 
able to survive and many thousands of people 
have lost their jobs.  

Thanks to you all of our staff are still employed 
and are helping to ensure that the beneficiaries of 
the programs are still receiving important training 
that is helping them to confront the challenges 
they are facing. We wanted to highlight the faith 
communities that have donated during this crisis.  

Again, thank you to EVERYONE who has made 
our continued work possible.  

Thank you!  

Giddings-Lovejoy Presbytery 

Delmar Reformed Church 

Davidson College Presbyterian 

First Presbyterian of Ann Arbor 

Presbytery of Lake Michigan 

Brentwood Presbyterian   

Benson Presbyterian Church Foundation 

First Congregational UCC 

First Christian Church, KY 

Kentucky Partners 

First Presbyterian St. Louis 

Generous Churches that Have Given During Unrest 


